UNI TED STATES ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY
REG ON 5
DATE: WMay 12, 2000

SUBJECT: Reports of Significant Devel opnments and Activities
Endi ng on May 5, 2000

FROM WIlliam E. Mino, Director
Superfund Di vi sion

TO  Francis X. Lyons
Regi onal Adm ni strat or

David A. Ulrich
Deputy Regi onal Adm ni strator

The activities |isted bel ow are organi zed by site-specific

activities, other significant devel opnents, and
trai ni ng/ conf erences:

SI TE- SPECI FI C ACTI VI TI ES

Response., W©Marathon Ashland Pipeline Spill., St. Anne, Illinois

On April 21, 2000, United States Environmental Protection
Agency (U.S. EPA) On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) Peter Guria
received notification of a 16-inch pipeline failure in
Kankakee County, Illinois and nobilized to the scene, where he
met with representatives fromthe Marathon Ashl and Petrol eum
Conmpany. A pipeline check val ve gasket had failed and

rel eased approximately 100 barrels (420 gallons) of gasoline
into the surrounding soil and a nearby drainage ditch.
Fortunately, two underflow dans were previously installed in
the ditch, preventing the gasoline fromreaching the creek

whi ch | eads to the Kankakee River (approximately two nmles
away). Marathon Ashland had a response contractor onsite
utilizing vacuum trucks and absorbent boomto collect the
gasoline contai ned by the underflow dans. Another response
contractor was making repairs to the check valve. OSC Peter
Guria traced the drainage ditch and unnanmed creek and advi sed
Mar at hon Ashl and of additional |ocations to install

cont ai nment boom for protection of the creek and River shoul d
any material get past the |ast underflow dam collection point.
Al'l contam nated soil excavated fromrepair of the check valve
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was contained in a roll-off box for disposal at a |ater date.
Mar at hon Ashl and personnel stated that at the conpl etion of

t he cl eanup, the areas surroundi ng the underfl ow danms woul d be
t hor oughly cl eaned, and the dans re-installed. The OSC was
satisfied with Marathon Ashland's quick response to the spill,
and the conpany's foresight into installing the underflow
dans, which proved to be effective in preventing the gasoline
fromentering the Kankakee River.

Contact: Peter Guria (312-886-1909)

Response, Mercury Rel ease, Colunbiaville, M chigan

On April 28, 2000, On-Scene Coordi nator (0OSC) Buckl ey
responded, with Superfund Technical Assistance & Response Team
(START) support, to a report of a mercury release in a private
residence in Colunbiaville, Lapeer County, M chigan. A young
child had broken a nedical thernometer. The resident
retrieved the parts and called Poison Control. Scanning with
a Jerome Hg anal yzer showed no detectable nercury vapors.
Because of the young age of the children, confirmatory

anal yses by Anasorb tubes were run with no detectable mercury
present in the living or sleeping areas. The Lapeer County
Heal t h Departnent arranged for disposal of the broken

t hernonmeter and the M chigan Departnment of Community Health
provi ded informati on and gui dance to the resident about health
effects.

Contact: Robert Buckley (734-692-7662)

Renpbval Action Conpl eted., Sauget & County Landfill (Site Q
Site, Cahokia, Illinois

During the week of April 17, 2000, renpoval activities at the
Sauget & County Landfill (Site Q site (also known as the Site
Q Landfill part of the Sauget Area 2 site), in Cahoki a,
I1linois were conpleted. This fund-I|ead renoval action began
in late October 1999, and resulted in the excavation and
renmoval of 3,271 buried drunms and 17,000 tons of contam nated
soil. The majority of the contam nated soil along with the
contents of the druns were treated onsite using a | ead
fixation procedure and then shipped via rail to a

pol ychl ori nat ed bi phenyl - approved Toxi c Substances Control Act
landfill in Oklahoma. This renoval action was taken to
address i medi ate risks to human health and a sensitive
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ecosystem | ocated within two ponds used by local residents for
fishing and other recreational activities. The Site Q
landfill is also | ocated on the east bank of the M ssissippi
River and is often inundated with fl ood waters. Reports from
former waste haulers in the area indicate that many nore drumns
are located within the renmainder of the Site Q landfill not
covered by this renoval action. The volunme of druns

wi Il be determ ned as part of an upcom ng renedi al
investigation later this year.

Cont act s: Kevin Turner (312-886-4444)
M ke McAteer (312-886-4663)

Response Update, Newport Mercury, Newport, M chigan

On April 17, 2000, On-Scene Coordi nator (OSC) P.C. Lal
responded to nercury releases at a m ddl e school, on school
buses, and in at | east one house, in Newport, Mchigan. All
the schools in the Jefferson School District have been tested
for mercury contam nation. Several buildings have been

cl eaned by a contractor hired by the school system At | east
three buses were inpacted and are still being cleaned. A
public neeting was held jointly on May 3, 2000, by U S. EPA
school officials, the Mchigan Departnment of Community Heal th,
and Monroe County Health Oficials. The homeowners of the
cont am nat ed house were ordered to vacate by the Monroe County
Health official (they have not yet agreed to sign an access
agreenent so that a cleanup can be conducted).

Contacts: P.C Lall (734-692-7685)
G nny Narsete (312-886-4359)

Site Inspection, Albion-Sheridan Township Landfill Superfund
Site, Al bion, M chigan

On April 18, 2000, an inspection regarding conpletion of
interimrenedial action took place for the Al bion-Sheridan
Townshi p Landfill Superfund site in Al bion, Mchigan.
Representatives fromthe M chigan Departnment of Environnental
Quality (MDEQ and the U S. EPA were present. A nunber of
deficiencies regarding interimrenedial action conpletion were
noted and sent out in a coment letter on April 20, 2000.

Renmedi al action requirenments under the 1995 Record of Decision
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and the 1999 renedi al action consent decree at the site

i nclude: renoval of hazardous and |iquid waste druns fromthe
site; construction of a solid waste |andfill cover, including
a flexible menbrane |iner and gas collection; installation of
a groundwater nonitoring system incorporating natural
attenuation for arsenic; and institutional controls.

Contact: Jeff Gore (312-886-6552)

Site Assessnment., John Mercer Property Site, Alexandria, GChio

On May 1 and 2, 2000, a site assessnent was conducted at the
John Mercer Property site in Alexandria, St. Al bans Townshi p,
Li cking County, Ohio. The site consists of approximtely 200
drums which were dunped in an intermttent streamravine in
the early 1970s. Interviews conducted by the Ohio EPA and
U.S. EPA indicate that the drums were brought to the property
by John Mercer (the | andowner) from Hanna Chem cal Coati ngs,
Col unbus, Ohio. Hanna Chem cal Coatings has since been
purchased by AKZO Nobel Coatings and John Mercer has passed
away. Two representatives of AKZO Nobel Coatings were present
for part of the site assessnent. They departed the site after
docunenting the address of their Colunmbus, Ohio, facility on
one of the druns. Sanples collected during the site
assessnent included resins, paint residues, and sol vents.

Enf orcenent is ongoing.

Contact: Karla Auker (440-250-1741)

Meeting (State Request for Renedi ation)., Lakeside Refining
Conpany. Kal anmazoo, M chi gan

On April 27, 2000, On-Scene Coordi nator (OSC) Robert Buckl ey
met with the M chigan Departnent of Environmental Quality
(MDEQ), Plainwell District Ofice, in Kalamzoo, M chigan.
MDEQ had conducted renedial activities after the Energency
Response Branch conducted renoval actions at the Lakeside
Refi ni ng Conpany in Kal amazoo. MDEQ had renpved sone oil from
an abandoned 6-inch pipeline which was used by the refinery.
The pipeline follows a zig-zag course for about 20 mles, in
sone cases in railroad right-of-way, some sections in road
ri ght-of-way, and in other cases, across farmfields. There
are numerous water course crossings, as well as road and
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railroad crossings. As nmuch as 150,000 gallons could be
stored in the pipeline, if full. Reportedly a "pig" (device
used to clean out pipes) is stuck in one segnent. NMDEQ is
asking U.S. EPA to conduct renediation activities to preclude
future release of oil to surface waters and the ground.

Contact: Robert Buckley (734-692-7662)

OTHER SI GNI FI CANT DEVELOPMENTS

Brownfi el ds Cl eanup Revol ving Loan Fund Proposals, U S. EPA
Headquarters, Washi ngton, D.C.

On April 18-19, 2000, Region 5 Brownfields staff provided a
briefing to U.S. EPA Seni or Managenent concerning the Region's
next round of Brownfields Cleanup Revol ving Loan Fund (BCRLF)
applications. Nationally, there were 31 BCRLF pil ot
applications forwarded to Seni or Managenment for consideration.
Announcenment of BCRLF pilot recipients is expected in My
2000.

Contact: Al an Baumann (312-886-3058)
Revi ew, Tribal Energency Planning and Comunity Ri ght-to-Know

Act Energency Response Plan, Leech Lake |Indian Reservation,
M nnesot a

On May 1, 2000, denn Cekus, Ofice of Chem cal Emergency
Prepar edness and Prevention (OCEPP), conpleted review and
comrent on the Emergency Planning and Conmunity Ri ght-to-Know
(EPCRA) Energency Operations Plan (EOP) conpleted by the Leech
Lake I ndian Reservation. This was the first tribal EOP
submtted to OCEPP by any reservation in U S. EPA Region 5 in
Fi scal Year 2000. Overall, the plan, which used a M nnesota
Small City Prototype Plan as a guide, was well witten and
substantially nmet the planning requirenments of EPCRA Section
303. Detailed coments regardi ng areas needi ng additi onal
information were provided to the Reservation.
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Contact: @ enn Cekus (312-353-6449)

Status Meeting, Hennepin County and the Great Lakes Finance
Center, M nneapolis, M nnesota

On April 13, 2000, Brooke Furio fromthe Brownfields and Early
Action Section, along with representatives fromthe G eat
Lakes Environnmental Finance Center net with Hennepin County to
di scuss the status of the County's Brownfields Cl eanup and
Revol vi ng Loan Fund (BCRLF) Pilot. The Pilot was awarded the
BCRLF i n September of 1999.

Contact: Brooke Furio (312-353-2513)

TRAI NI NG CONFERENCES

Geophysical Training, National Park Service, Tucson, Arizona

During the week of April 24-28, 2000, Mark Vendl of the Field
Services Section was an instructor at the National Park
Service course on Recent Advances in Geophysics for Archeol ogy
at the Western Archeol ogi cal and Conservation Center, Tucson,
Ari zona. Geophysical surveys were conducted at Fort Lowell, a
cavalry fort on the outskirts of Tucson from 1873 to 1891, and
at Casa Grande Ruins National Mnunent, a Hohokam I ndi an

vill age near Coolidge, Arizona. Students cane fromas far as
Portugal to attend this course. Geophysical techniques used
to investigate Superfund sites are also used in archeol ogi cal
and cultural resource investigations. This activity pronoted
the transfer of information between the environnmental and

cul tural resource nanagenent organizati ons.

As a rem nder, the U S. EPA Introduction to Environnental
CGeophysics course will be taught at the Superfund warehouse in
W I | owbrook, Illinois, on July 25-28, 2000.

Contact: Mark Vendl (312-886-0405)

Ohio State University Geophysics Field Class, Palos Hills,
[11inois
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On May 4-5, 2000, as part of the cooperative agreenent between
Chio State University (OSU) and Region 5, Dr. Jefferey J.
Dani el s of OSU al ong with Janes Ursic and Mark Vendl of the
Field Services Section conducted a two-day field exercise in
geophysi cal techniques. The exercise took place at Region 5's
geophysical test site at Mraine Valley Community Coll ege,
Palos Hills, Illinois. This is the sane site which is used
for U S. EPA s Introduction to Environnmental Geophysics course
which is offered several tinmes a year.

The nine students who participated in this exercise were part
of a graduate |evel geophysics class at OSU. Students

coll ected data sets using ground penetrating radar,
resistivity, time-domain and frequency-domain

el ectromagneti cs, and magnetonetry to |l ocate the buried drumns
and pipes at the test site. As part of the exercise, students
wi Il process and interpret the data and prepare a fina

report.

Plans are in the works to make this a formal yearly class open
to students from other universities in the Mdwest, and to
provi de

uni versity and continuing education credits.

Contacts: Mark Vendl (312-886-0405)
JimUrsic (312-353-1526)

Guest Lecturer (Environnental Science Course), Prairie State
Community Coll ege, Chicago Heights, Illinois

On Monday, April 24, 2000, John El kmann of the O fice of

Chem cal Enmergency Preparedness and Prevention (OCEPP) was
guest lecturer for an Environnental Science course taught by
Superfund's Aiver Warnsley. The course is offered at Prairie
State Community College. Twenty students were in attendance.
The students were introduced to the CAMEO chem cal database
and to the program s use as an energency pl anning and response
software. Landvi ew (geographic information system software)
was denonstrated with enphasis on its use to deternm ne the
proximty of U S. EPA regulated sites and as a tool in

Envi ronment al Justice deci si on maki ng.

Contact: John El kmann (312-353-8196)
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Participation (Anmmpnia Refrigeration System Safety Course),
Uni versity of Wsconsin, Mudison, Wsconsin

On April 19, 2000, Silvia Palom, Ofice of Chem cal Enmergency
Prepar edness and Prevention, participated in the Amonia
Refrigeration System Safety Course offered by the University
of W sconsin, Madison, Wsconsin. M. Palonm conducted a
session on the Ri sk Managenent Program (RWMP) Regul ati ons under
the Clean Air Act Section 112(r). The purpose of the course
was to discuss all aspects of safety in ammonia refrigeration
(fromregulations to safety scenarios). M. Palonp's
presentation included an overview of the regul ati ons;

exerci ses on hazard anal ysis, including worst-case and
alternative rel ease scenario analysis; and, an overview on the
nunber of Ri sk Managenment Plans submtted in Region 5. 1In
addi ti on, she provided an overview of the accident history
data of all the plans submtted to U S. EPA by the ammni a
refrigeration industry, including a discussion on the causes
of the accidents. Anhydrous ammonia is the nobst commonly
reported substance in the risk managenent pl ans.
Representatives from W sconsi n Departnent of Natural

Resources; Occupational Safety and Health Act; and, the
ammoni a refrigeration industry attended this course.

Contact: Silvia Palonm (312-353-2172)

Clean Air/Brownfields Partnership Pilot National Meting,
Chi cago, Illinois

On March 23-24, 2000, the City of Chicago hosted a Nati onal
meeting of the three Clean Air/Brownfields Partnership Pilots
(Chicago, Baltinore, Dallas). The project is nearing its
conclusion with reports expected on the connecti on between air
quality regul ations and brownfields redevel opnent.
Representatives from Chi cago, Dallas, and Baltinore attended
the neeting, along with U S. EPA, Departnment of
Transportation, the Center for Clean Air Policy, and the U S.
Conf erence of Mayors.

Contact: Keary Cragan (312-353-5669)

Meeting of Brownfields Pilots, Twin Cities Metropolitan Area,
M nnesot a
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On April 14, 2000, Brooke Furio fromthe Brownfields and Early
Action Section held a neeting with all Brownfields Pilots in
the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area. The foll ow ng

organi zations were in attendance: the Metropolitan Council,
the M nnesota Comunity Devel opnent Agency, Hennepin County,
the M nnesota Pollution Control Agency, and the City of
Roseville. The neeting was held to share information with the
Pilots on U S. EPA's efforts to record the Pilot's successes
and acconplishnments in a database known as the Brownfi el ds
Managenment System This meeting is part of Region 5 s attenpt
to informall of the Region 5 Brownfields Pilots of U S. EPA s
effort to nore accurately capture their projects successes and
acconpl i shnments.

Contact: Brooke Furio (312-353-2513)

M nnesota Environnental Initiative 7th Annual Conference, St.
Paul ., M nnesota

On April 13, 2000, Brooke Furio fromthe Brownfields and Early
Action Section attended the M nnesota Environnent al
Initiative's 7th Annual Conference at the new Science Miseum
of M nnesota, |ocated in downtown St. Paul, M nnesota.
Hennepi n County's Bassetts Creek Valley InterimUse Committee,
a U S. EPA-funded Brownfields Assessnment Denobnstration Pil ot
received an award for Best Land Use and Community Devel opnment.
Hennepin County received this award for its comunity outreach
and pollution cleanup planning effort in the Bassetts Creek
Val | ey area of M nneapolis. Representatives fromthe County,
al ong with Conm ssioner Mark Stenglein, of District Two were
present to receive the award. The M nnesota Environnenta
Initiative is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that works

wi th business, governnent, and advocacy groups to pronote

envi ronnental excellence in policy, industrial managenment,

| and use, and energy generation use. U S. EPA was given a | ot
of public credit for helping fund this project.

Contact: Brooke Furio (312-353-2513)

Meeting, Wsconsin Brownfields Study G oup., Madison, Wsconsin

On April 28, 2000, Jane Neumann fromthe Brownfields and Early
Action Section and Joanna d owacki from Office of Regi onal
Counsel, participated in a nmeeting of the Wsconsin
Brownfi el ds Study Group in Madi son, Wsconsin. The nulti-
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Agency group is convened by the Wsconsin Departnment of

Nat ural Resources at the behest of the State Legislature to
devel op recommendati ons for revisions to existing |aws or
budget initiatives to make assessnent and redevel opnent of
brownfields easier. M. Neumann briefed the group on the
present status of pending grant proposals and prospects for
future U S. EPA funding of brownfields activities. The
liability subcommttee report included expressed concerns over
the U S. EPA's rejection of the Wsconsin Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act Brownfields Pilot proposal.

Contacts: Jane Neumann (312-353-0123)
Joanna d owacki (312-353-3757)

Meeting, Western Lake Superior Port Area Conmmittee (PAC),
Hought on, M chi gan

On April 14, 2000, Mchelle Jaster fromthe Emergency Response
Branch attended the Western Lake Superior Port Area Committee
(PAC) neeting in Houghton, M chigan. Menbers of the PAC
include the U.S. Coast Guard - Marine Safety O fice Dul uth,

M chi gan Departnment of Environnmental Quality, M chigan State
Police, the Keewenaw Bay | ndian Community, I|sle Royale

Nati onal Park, and nunmerous | ocal governnment and industry
representatives. The PAC nenbers di scussed ongoi ng changes to
t he SubArea Contingency Plan. In addition, Richard Garcia
fromthe Great Lakes Commi ssion presented an overvi ew of the
recently released draft Inland Waterways Spill Response Atl as
for the SubArea. The next PAC neeting is schedul ed for August
23, 2000, in Houghton.

Contact: Mchelle Jaster (886-7193)

Meeting, Metro East Brownfields Pilot, East St. Louis,
I[11linois

On April 7, 2000, the Gateway Regi onal Team Manager

Brownfi el ds Project Manager, U S. Arny Corps, and the Illinois
Envi ronmental Protection Agency (Illinois EPA) nmet with the
City of East St. Louis, Illinois, to discuss the Metro East

Brownfields Pilot. The City Manager and Conmunity Devel opnent
Coordi nators di scussed proposed sites for the new work plan
for the reinstated brownfields assessment pilot. The original
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pil ot funds were awarded to the City of East St. Louis in

Sept enmber 1996 and expired, nmostly unspent, in Decenber 1998.
The U.S. Arny Corps of Engineers is now managi ng the remaining
funds through an interagency agreenent with Region 5.
Additionally, the Cities of East St. Louis, Illinois, and St.
Louis, Mssouri, recently submtted a joint letter of intent
for the National Brownfields Showcase Comrunities conpetition.

Contact: Keary Cragan (312-353-5669)

Meeting, Southwestern |Illinois Leadership Council, Illinois

On April 7, 2000, Region 5 and Illinois Environnental
Protection Agency (lllinois EPA) brownfields staff met with

t he East Area Devel opnent subconmm ttee of the Sout hwestern
I1l1inois Leadership Council. Municipal representatives,

devel opers, consultants, and community groups were present to
di scuss the Federal and State brownfields programs and funding
opportunities. The Federal and State brownfields
representatives presented information, provided witten

mat eri als, and answered questi ons.

Contact: Keary Cragan (312-353-5669)

cc: Steve Herman (OECA)
Barry Breen (COECA)
Ti m Fi el ds ( OSVEER)
Steve Luftig (OSVER)
Larry Zaragoza (OSVER)
Region 5 State Superfund Coordinators
Division/Office Directors
ORA State Coordinators
Regi onal Team Managers



